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GEOGRAPHY OF ELECTORAL PARTICIPATION IN I{IMACIIAL PRADESH
(1982-19e0): A SPATIAL PERSPECTM

RAMJISII CHAND, Mandi.

ABSTRACT : The iraper prcsents arcal and ternporal pattents of elcctoral
participation in cleclions to lhe state assernblv of 1982, 1985 and 1990 in Ilirnachal
pradesh. 'i'he nrain lbcus of this pairer is on the idcntitication, description and
aualvsis ol patlcrns of elccloral participalion and analysis of pattcrns ol'electoral arrd
invalid votes and a set of scven solectcd socio-econornic variahles with the helir of
hvpotheses. nlaps and a nunrt)cr ol statistical techniques.

Voting is b.v far the most conlmon and wideb'
discussed form of political participation in the

modern society. In a dcntocratic set up elcctoral
participation is measurcd as pcrcent turnout ill
a given election. This rneasure of pa(icipation
includes both valid and invalid votcs polled b1'

all candidatos. Ineffective participation on thc
other hand is defined as percent rejected votes

out of the total votes polled (Chand,l993).
Voting is the singlc act of political participation

undertaken by a rnajority of nations in the

world toda)- (Rose and Mossavir, 1967). ln
most clcctoral studies madc b.v geographers.

this particular aspect has received rather scant

attention aud treatntont so far (Mchta and

Sekhon. l980). 'l herefore. this studf is an

atempt to fill this gap.

Since the basic aim of all the electoral sttrdies

is to disccm the electoral behaviour of an

individual or of a socialgroup, it is essential to

cxanrinc thc lcvel of clectoral participation to
brrild and establish the proportions about

rclationships betlveen the social characteri stics

of people (Dikshit,1993). In addition to voting

uhich is thc most colnmoll fonr of political

there are manv otlrer fonns including various
kinds of compaign rvhich involve serveral

operations u'hich make election significant
institutions in rnost political systems. Electoral
participation is onh, one aspect of the total
electoral process (Dasgupta & Morris-Jones,
l e75)

Significant and positive correlatiort irr almost
all political systsnrs betu,een political
participatiou aud socio-economic status catt be

rureasured bv indicators such as class or caste

identification. incoure levels, occupation,
cducation and lcvels ofliterac,v and like (Dikshit,
r 9e3)

In this studl'thc relationship betrveeu elcctoral
participation and socio-econolnic variables is

tested rvith the irclp of a sct of scvcn slected

socio-econornic variablcs. These scvett socio-

cconomic variables havc bcen grouped into
three groups natttely'dcvelopntent variables'
'social variables"aud' agricultural variables'.
Group of developrnettt vartables inclucles urban
population. literates and houschold irrdtrstrics.

nranufacturing & sorvicirrg- Scheduled caste

S to ectoral process
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population and scheduled tribe population arc

social variablcs. And arnong thc agricultural
variable s are agricultural labourcrs aucl

rnargiual famers.

In this paper thc choropleth nrcthod is

0xtcnsivsly used to dclineatc elcctoral
participation.Tlre studl' has also enrplol'cd a

nunrber of statistical tcchniques. z-score values

arc uscd for describing the electoral
partic ipation. Standard deviation and coroff i ccnt

of r,ariation are used for oxantining the cxtcnt
of cvcnness in the distribution of clectoral
participation. And Pearson's product - mottreut

cocfficiurt ofcorrelation is used for asccr[rining
the relationship betu'ce n socio-cconomic
variabics dand electoral particip:rtion.
-fhc 

spccrtred oblectlvcs oi'rLu paper *rc (i) to
exanriuc hl,pothcses on elcctoral participation
in icgislative Asserrrbll, clections in Himachal
pradesh: (ii) to identif.' artd conipare the areal
pattenrs of electoral participation in threc
successive clection frorn 1982-1990: (iii) to

eramine the role played b1 social, ccononric,
cultural and other factors fon the elcctoral
participation in Hirnachal Pradcsh.

HYPOTHESES

Thc h1'potheses regarding tlrc elcctoral

1;articipation u'ill be tcstcd in the foiiorring
pagcs u,ith thc lrcllt of pcarson's proclrr, t-

T'alrle I :

,IIIANSACI'IONS 
OF T}IE INSI"I'II]1']] ()I INI)IAN CiEOGRAPIIIIRS

moment cocfficicnt of corrclation tcchniquc :

i) In rcccnt clcctious, thc paticrns ofclsctoral
participation have undcrgonc drastic
changc. The rclation bctu'ccn pattenrs of
electoral participation and dcveloprnent
variables has bccomc negative. Because

the rates of electoral participation is high
in thc less developcd areas than the
developed oncs.

ii) Therc is a positive correlation betu,cen
the pattems of electoralparticipation and
the schedulcd caste and schcduled tribc
population and the pcrsons engagcd in
agricrr ltrr ral activitics.

iii) With increasc in litcracl' thc levcl of
ineffective participatiou has decreased

substantiall-v throughout tlre state.
Ineffcctive participation has strong
re lation s h ip rvith dc vc !cpnrcnt
indicators.

GROSS PATTERN OT' PARTICIP.{TION

During the Lcgislative Assemblv electiorrs uf
Hirnachal Pradcsh in 1982. 1985 anr: ,'.,')l.
the participation varicd, thorrgh not
rvidely from one clection to the other. T1r*

percentagc of votes pollcd in thc staio
as a n'ltolc during thc Assebnrlv elcctors of
l9tl2 ivas 69 .69%.70.36n/,tLllt 198-5 and 65 (t6%

in 1990 (Tablc-l)

Himachal Pradcsh : Lcgis!ativc Asscmbly Elcctions
Total Nurnbe r of Votcs artd Votcs pollcd in 19tJ2,1985 and 1990

Ycar of Tolal No.

Election of rotes
Total Votes

;lolltd
Pcrcentngc

prrticil)atior
SD of Votc
distribrrtion

CV of votc
Disiribution

I 982

198-5

I 990

22t22493

2356e32

3 l -5jl-tL)8

l5-l l6(19

l6-5812(r

2tt r- 1129

69.69

70.36

, i rr(i

0-s +-5

ri-5 69

0(r.61

07.65

ott.u8

09.73

,Vl: Standard delration (ll l cocfftcrcnt o[ rlrlirtion
Sr.tvvs, : Chic.l'lilcclpvall 'tlfic;er, Hittroc:hcl l)todcsh '\himla (-'al<:trl*tetl hv !he 'lrrlhrtt'
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The higher rde ofparticipation in 1985 election
than in the previous elcction of 1982 may be

attributed to the s-vmpathy rvave srving in
favour of the corrgrcss a{ter the assassination
of thc thcn prirn Minister mrs. Indira Gandhi,
that is rvhy maxiniunr people exercise their
franchise. But latcron. in 1990 gcneral clection,

thc turnout droped bv about -5 percent.

The pcrccutage ofvoter turnout ofall the thrcc
Assenrblv elcctions havc alreadl, bcen shon'n
in Table- I . Table-2 shoivs thc participation of
1982. 1985 and i990 Asscmbly clcction and
the frcqucncy distribution of constituences.

Very-very [Iigh Participation :

There \\,ere 4 constituencies at 1982,
2 constituencies at 198-5 and onlv one

constituency at 1990 clection undcr this
categon. Thc vcrv-ven high turnout in these

constituencies shorvs the pclitical consciousness

of the',,oters.But thc nunrbcr of constitucncies
falling in this catogory dccrcased very nruch

fronr thc carlier clcction to thc rcccnt clcctions.

Very High Participation :

Therc rvcre 35 constituencies at 1982. 36

constitucncies at 198-5 and27 constituoncies

atl990 electon unde r tl,is categor),. More than

50 ?6 constituencies of the state falling under
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this category revcaling greater awareness
among thc masses abouttheir right to franchise
and thc tough competition betrveen different
segmcnts of population or different groups,
encouraging the votcrs to cast their vote.

High Participation :

The Tablc-2 shorvs that the frequency
distribution of constituencies is fairly good at
all the three elections under this category.
There rvere 28 constituencies each at 1 982 and
198-5 glections and 33 constituencies atl990
election under this category. Over 90% of the
constituencies falling in trvo catcgories of very
high and high participation reveal the outcome
ofhighly literate people rvho are more politically
au'akened, conscious and have agreater
a\\'arcness about their right to franchise.

Moderate participation :

The study' :rnd tlie examination of the table-2
shorvs that frcquency distribution of
constitucncies uuder this category are limited.
Tlrere rvas only one costituency at 1982, the
number increascd to trvo at 1985 and 6
constituencies at 1990 clection under this
category. It mav be notsd that in these

constituencics about onc-half of the elcctoratcs
did not participate in the elections at all.

Table -2
Paticipation

Frequency of Distrihution of Constitucncies

Category Lorv Modcratc High Very Vcry-Veq high Total

Percnt
Votes

less

than
5(),()()

Above
80.00

-50.01

60.00
60.01

70.00
70.01

80.00

Ycar of Elcction I _52 J + 6

I 982

I 985

r 9!0

Nil

Nil

0l

fQ

28

0t

0t

t)2

06

35

35

)1

02

6ti

68

68

01
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Low Participation :

The percentage of lorv participation rvas found
in very limited area in all thc threc elections. At
1982 and 1985 elections therc \vas no

constituencv falling undcr this category. Only
one constitureccy at 1990 election rvas undcr
this category. The lorvest tumout rvas forurd in
Shinrla constituency i.e. 42.69% in thc last
election.The rnigratory and unsettled votes

were anlong the rnain factors u'hich brought
dorvn the rate of tumout in this constituency.

The comparative stud-v of spatial anah'sis of
electoral participation indicates the fact that
the frequency distribution of the constitucncies
under higher categorics *'cre greatcr in 1982

than the nunrber ofconstituencics under higher
turnout categories in 1985 and I 990 elcctions.
The areas areas under high. very high and

very-very high tumout categories are politicalll,
nlore conscious u&ile the areas under the

nroderate and lorv turnout categories are

politically unconscious.

verl, turnout categories are politicallv mors

conscions rvhile the areas under the moderate

and lorv turnour categories are policially
Iessconscious.

SPATIAL PATTERNS OF PARTICIPA.
TION 1982

The spati4l pattems of participation in | 982

Assenrbly elections in Hirnachal Pmdsh rvas

69.69Yo. There are areal variations in the

percentage of votes polled ranging from a

nraximum of 83.49o/o in Gangath constituency

of Kangra district to a minimu:m of 56.89o/o

in Shillai constituencv of Sinrraur district.
Standard dcviation of the vote distribution
u,as 5.45ol,r and the coefficient of variation of
vote distribution rvas 7.65% both of rvhich
s'ere the lorvest evcr rccorded, indicating
relativcly, feven areal variation of the
participation (Table-1 )

].RANSACTIONS OT THI] INSTITT]]'E OF INDTAN GEOGRAPHERS

The areas of high pa(icipation rvere in central-
eastern parts of Shirnla, southern pafis of
Sirmaur, western parts of Solan and north-
rvestern and central parts of Kangra districts.
The above average participation u,as recorded
in whole of Kinnaur, Lahaul & Spiti, northern
and sourthem parts of Shimla, rvestern and
eastem parts of Sirmaur. northern par-ts of
Solan and Bilaspur, larger parts of Kullu,
feastern parts of Hamirpur, nofthern, cential-
westcrn and castem pa(s of Maudi. southern.
central and castcrn parts ofKangra and central
parts of Chamba districts. Bclorv average
participation rvas rcgistered in north-eastem
and central-westem parts of Shimla- north-
westem. parts of Simraur, north-rvestem and
central part ofMandi. north-rvcstenr and central
eastern parts of Hamirpur, larger parts of
Bilaspur, south-eastern parts of Una and
Kangra and north-eastern, central and south-
castem parts of Charnba districts. The arcas of
low participation rvere in rvestern parts of
Shimla and chamba, southern parts of Kullu
and Hanrirpur, western and southern parts of
Mandi, south-eastern parts of Solan. and north-
rvestem parts of Una districts. (Fig-l)

SPATIAL PATTERNS OF PARTICIPA-
TTON I985

In I985 Assenrbly elections. the total
participation recorded in the state w as 70 .36%o.

which was the highest ever recorded, There
were certain changes in the core areas of
higher participation ;ce(ain new areas emerged

rvith high rates of participation r.vhile sonte

areas rvhich had previously recorded heav-v

participation did not sustain that feature.Spatial
variations in participation rangcd frorn a
rnaximuur of 80.73o/o in paonta-Doon
constituencl'of Sirnraur district to a ntinintunr

of 51.48% in Shirrrla constitucncy of Shinrla
district. Standard deviation of the 'tote
distribtrtion rvas 5 .69o/,. Cocffi cicntof variatiort
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of the vot distribution rvas 8.08% indicating
even clistribution of participatron (Tablc- I)

The rvhole of Kinnaur, central parts of Shimla,
south-rvestran parts of Simraur. central-rvestem
parts of Kangra and solan,south-rvestcm and
south-eastem parts of Bilaspur districts nere
the areas of high participation. Above average
participation rvas registered in northem and
south-eastern parts of Shimla, rvestern and
north-eastern parts fof Solan, northern and
central-rvestenr and central-castem parts of
Bilaspur and lr'[and-i. iarger parts of Kullu.
rtorthenr. south-rreste nr an d soutli-eastenr parts

of Kangra districts. Belo*' avcrage participation
rvas recorded in Hamirpur. eastcrn parts of
Shimla and kangra, uorth-rvestcrn and eastem

TRANSACTIONS OF T}IE INSTITUTII O}'INDIAN GEOGRAPHERS

parts of Sirmaur, rvestern, central and south-
westem parts of Mandi, eastem and southern
parts of Una and large parts of Chamba
districts.

SPATIAL PATTERNS OF PARTICIPA-
TION 1990

A maximum participation of 80.39% rvas
recorded again in paonta-Doon constituency
of Sirmaur district and a mininrunt participation
of 42.69oh again in Shimla contitucncv of
Shimla district. Standard deviation of tlre vote
distribution rvas 6.6loZ and the coefficient of
variation of thc vote distribution u,as 9.737r.
which rvere the higher cver recordcd, indicating
the higher areal variation in the distribution of
participation (Table- I ).

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PARTICIPATION -lMO
2- scones oF THE pERcENrAcrs G vorEs pcLLEo

( D^T^ EY CONsIITUENCES )

I : ez.gt

50; 6 6r.

cv: 9.73
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x-Xl so

ASVE t.00
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Social Variables and the participation

The participation has a positive correlation
rvith the scheduled caste population in the last
trvo elections and negative in the first election.
The scheduled tribs population has a ncgative
correlation u'ith the participation in 1985 elec-
tion and positive in 1982 and 1990 elections,
Social variables are positivcly correlated rvith
participation in 1990 elections (Table-4)

Table -4

Corrclation Tablc of social varialllcs and
parlicipation

Thc areas of very high participation rvas found
in central-eastern parts of Shimla, \\,estern,
south-eastern parts of Sirmaur and Bilaspur
and rvestern parts of Kangra districts. Above
average participation rvas recorded in kiruraur.
Lahaul & Spiti. nofthern parts of Shimla,
north-rvestern parts of Sirmaur. rvestern parts
of solarr, central parts of Kullu, large parts of
Bilaspur, rvestern-central and north-eastem
parts of Mandi and central parts of kangra
districts. Beloiv average participation rvas

registered in rvhole of Harnirpur and Una,
north-eastem and southem parts of Shimla.
eastem parts of Sinnaur, northern parts of
kullu. north-rvestenr and contral parts ofMandi,
$'estem and eastem parts of Kangra and large
parts of Chamba districts. Westem parts of
Shimla. southern parts of Mandi and Kullu,
north-castern parts of Solan and u'estern parts

of Chamba districts uere the areas of lorv
participation (Fig-3)

CORRELATION ANALYSIS

Development Variables and the participation

The participation has a negative correlation
rvith the urban population in all the thrce

elections. Tlre literates are positively correlated
in the first election and has a negarive
correlation in the last trvo elections. The
hor,rsehold industries, nrauufacturing &
servicing are positivel.v correlated ivith
participation in all the threc election (Table 3)

Table -3

Corrclation Matrix of Development
Variables and pafticipation

Ycar of Urban Literates Household industries

Elections population Manufacturing &
Servicing

I 982

I98_5

I 990

- 0.278

0.10(r

0.020

0.003

- 0.099

0.164

Ycar of
Election

Sthrduled castc

po;xrlation
Schcduletl Tribe

lxrpuhtion

Agricultural Variables and Participation

The agricultural labourers have a positive
correlation rvith the participation in all the
three elections. On the other hand. thc mar-
ginal fanners arc negatively correlatcd rvith the
participatiort in the first election and positve
rvith tlre remaining trvo elections. Both the
agricultural variables are positively correlated
rvith the paricipation in the 1985 and 1990

elections (Table-5)

Table -5

Corrclation Matrix of Agricultural Variables
and participation

Ycar of
Election

Agricultural
Labourers

I\{arginal
Farnters

I 982

1985

1990

0.431

0.269

0.289

0,t5I
0.028

0.235

I 982

I 985

r 990

-0.183

-0.531

-0.451

0.215

0.501

0.16,1

0.090

-0.260

-0.0,1,1

Urban tesidents geuerally voto ulore frequently
than those in nrralareas : but as M1'ton Weiner
has pointed out, "It should be noted that the
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highcr voting turnout is not simply a frrnction
of urbanisation since the rural arcas of the
hightlv participant states have a higher voting
turnout than the urban areas of the lorv
participant states". In Himachal Pradeslr also
some clections in some constituencies, rural
voters have turned out in larger numbers than
urban votcrs (Sharma, 1986).

ln all the thrce election, the urban populatiorr
has a negative correlation rvith participation.
The literates are also negatively corrclated in
thc last trvo elections. On tlre othcrhand. thc
participation has a positive correlation rvith
household industries. manufacturing &
servicing in all tlre three clections. The
hlpothesis regarding change in participation
pattern is proved. Earlier the rate of
participation used to behigh in deveoped arcas
but the negative relationship ofthc participation
level rvith urban population and literates shows
that participation is low in relatively developed
areas. The proporlions of household industries
in Himachal Pradesh is high in rural thc tirbal
areas. Therefore, the positive rclationship
betrveen percent population engaged in thcse
activities and participation shorvs nrorc
participationin rural and less devclopcd areas.

In all the three elections, the social variables
fand the agricultural variables are generally
positively correlated rvith the participation
indicating thc fact thatthe rates of participation
are higher in the constituencies reserved for

TRANSACI'rcNS OI.'TIIE INSTITTJTE OF INDIAN CEOGRAPHERS

scheduled caste and scheduled tribe
population and the constituencies having
higher concentrition of population of
agricultural labourers and marginal farmers.
Because the maximum people of these
categories exercisc their franchise in each
elections forthe bcttermerrt of their living
conditions after following tlre programmes
of different partics. Thus, the hypothesis
regarding positive correlation between
participation and social and agricultural
variables is proved.

GROSS PATTERN OF INEFFECTIVE
PARTICIPATION

As the literacy, of the state is increasing the
ineffective participation is going on decreasing

in each election. The percentage of rejeded or
invalid voted polled in tlre state as a rvlrole
during thc Assembly elections of 1982 was
l.36yo, 1.06% in 1985 and 0.81% in 1990
(Table-6).

The higher rate of ineffective participation
indicates the lor,ver rate of literacy. backrvard-
ness of people. politically lessconscious and
lesser arvarenes among the masses about the

voting proccdure. With the passagc of time,
literacy increased, people became more
conscious and arvare about the election
procedurc lcading to lorv rate of ineffective
participation.

Table 6

Himachal Pradcsh : Legislatil'c Asscmbl-v Elcctions

Total Number of Votes polled lhnd Invaild Votes in 1962,1985 nnd 1990

Year of
Elcction

Total
votcs polled

Total
Invalid votes

Percentage

Ineffectivc
SD of Invalid Votc CV of Invalid Votc

Distribution* Distribution*

1882

I 985

1990

I 54 t669

1658426

20't 1429

2l0l I

t7199

16960

1.39

1.06

0.8I

0.33

0.58

0.25

24.14

,s:i.70

29.76

SD Standard deviation CI'i coeflicient of Variation

Sourc.e: Chief Elcctoral olficer. Hirnachal Pradesh. Shirnla. * Calculatcd by the Auther
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Table 7

In effectivc P artic i p ation

39

Frequency of Distribution of Constitucncics

Category

Percent of Invalid
Votes

Very-Lorv

Less Than
0.50

illoderate

1.01

1.50

Vcry High

Ahovc
2.00

Lorv

0.51

0.50

High

1.51

2.00

Total

Year of Election 7 3 { 5 6

I 982

t 98-5

1990

ll
4l

48

39

20

t4

l4

03

02

04

04

Nil

Nil

Nil

04

68

68

68

Table-7 shorvs the ineffective participation of
1982, 1985 and 1990 the frequency distribu-
tion of constituencies.

The comprative studl' of the spatial analy'sis

of ineffective participation rndicates the fact
that the frequency' distribution of the
constituencies under higher categories rvere

greater in 1982 follorved by 1985 and 1990

elections and the unmbcr of constituencies

rmder lorver categories were more in 1990

follorvcd b1, 1985 ard 1982 elections. The

areas under moderate, high and vcry high
categories are not much developed areas in
terrns of literacy and urban population. People

are backrvard and politically lessconscior.rs

and not much arvakened about the ovcrall

electoral system, rvhile the areas under lorv and

very-lorv categories are ntuch developed in
tcnns of literacy and urban population, and

people are politically nrore conscious and much

au'akened.

Spatial Patterns of Ineffective Participation
1982 :

In 1982 Assembly elcctions, the total ineffective
particiaption recorded in the state rvas 1.36%.

rvhich rvas the highest cver recorded in these

three elections. There arc areal variations irt

the percentage of total invlid votes ranging

from a maximum of 2.41o/o in Kinnaur
constituency of Kinnaur district to a minimum
of 0.80% in Sundcrnagar comtituency of Mandi
district. Standard deviation of the invalid vote
distributi on rvas 0. 3 3 

o/o. Coeffi cient of variation
of the invalid vote distribution was 24.44%o,

which rvas the lorvest ever recorded, indicating
much areal variation inefFective participation
(Table-6).

The areas of very high ineffective participation
rvere Kinnaur, Lahaul & Spiti, eastem parts of
Shimla, southern part of Sinnaur and rvestent

and northern parts of Kangra districts. Above
average ineffective participation rvas recorded

in westem and central-eastern parts of Sinnaur,
rvestem parts ofSolan, south-rvestern parts of
Bilaspur, northern. ccutral and southent parts

of Una, noftlt-castem. and southern parts of
Hamirpur, north-rvestern and ccntral rvestem

parts of Mandi, northern parts of Kullu,
\lestem, noft h -castem. central and sorth-eastcnt

parts of Chamba and north-lvostcrn, southent
central and esgtem parts of Kangra districts.
Below average ineffective parts of Shinrla utd
Solan, noftlt-eastern parts of Bilaspur, norlh-
western and central parts ofHamirpur, rvestern

and nofth-eastenl parts of Mandi and Una,

southern parts of Kullu" rvestern parts of
Chamba and rvestent and ccntral parts of
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Kangra districts. The areas of lou' ineffcctivc
participation rvas recordcd in central and castcrn
parts of Shimla, northern parts of Simraur,
eastem parts of Solan, ccntral parts of Kulu
and central. south-eastem parts of Mandi
districts (Fig.a.).

Spatial Patterns of Ineffective Participation
r 985

Thc spatial patterns of ineffective participation
decreased to 1.060/" in elcctions. A rnaxilnunr
ineffective participation of 3.60/o in Bhannaur
constituencv of Chamba district, rvhich rvas

the highest ever recorded, and a minimum
ineffective participation of L5l% in Jubbal-
Khotkhai constituency of Shirnla district.
Standard deviation of thc invalid vote
distribution rvas 0.587o. Coefficient of
variation of invalid vote distribution increased

to 53.7Uoh. both of tlrese rverc the highcst eve r
recoded, indicating relatively more areal
variation on the irreffective participation.
(Table-6)

The areas of very high ineffective participa-
tion rvere again found in Kinnaur and Lahaul
& Spiti districts, central parts of Kangra. and
north-eastern and south-eastern parts of
Charnba districts. Above average ineffective
participation lvas registered in eastern paru of
Shimla, Iarger parts of Sirmaur, westem parts

of Solan and Una, southern parts of Kullu,
south-western parts of Chamba, norlh-rvest-

ern, north-eastem and central-rvestern parts of
Mandi and Kangra districts. Remaining pafis

of Himachal Pradesh were the areas of belorv

average ineffective participation. rvhcre as no

area of lorv ineffective participation rvas found

in the state in this election (Fig.s).

Spatial Patterns of Ineffective Participation
1990.

There were further decrease in the spatial

patterns of ineffective participation in 1990
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nhcn thc ovcrall incffective participation
rvas less than one percent (0 8l%). Spatial
variations in ineffcctive participation
ranged from a rnaximum of l.li3% in Sulah
constituency of Kangra district to a minirnunr
of A.39'% in Kutnarsain constitucncv of
Shimla districts, rvhich rvere the lorvest ever
recorded. Standard dcviation of the invalid
vote distribution rvas 0 25%, s,hich \\'as thc
lorvest ever recordcd. Coefficient of
variation was 29.76'%. indicating relatively
even variation in the ineffective participation
(Table-6).

The areas of very high ineffective participation
rvere in rvhole of Kinnaur, castern parts of
Sirnraur, rvestenr parls of solan, north-eastern
parts of Hamirpur, central andnorth-eastenr
parts of Kangra and south-rvcstern. north-
eastern and south-castcm parts of Chanrba

districts. Abovc av0rags ineffective
participatioll \\'as rccorded in u,hole of
Lahaul & Spiti and Bilaspur. south-u'cstern,
north-eastern parts of Sirmaur. southern
parts of Kullu, north-rvestern parts of Una.
northern and central-eastern parts of
Hamirpur, north-rvestern and central parts
of Mandi, south-u'cstern, northern and ccntral
parts of Kangra districts. Belorv average
ineffective participation \vas registered in
north-eastern, central-eastern and south-east-
ern parts of shirlla. north-rvestcrn parts of
Sinnaur, no(h-u'estern, nofthcrn and sourth-
eastem parts of Solan. south-eastern parts of
Una, north-eastem and central-rvcstern parts

of Mandi, Morhtern parts of Kullu. wcstern

and central parts of Kangra districts. The

areas of very-lorv inef;lectivc participation
rvere in central-rvcstern parts of Shimla, south-
western parts of Solan, south-rvestern and

eastern parts of Mandi, central parts of
Kullu, rvestem parts of Kangra and Chamba

districts (Fig.6).



(}EOGRAPY OI,'EI-I]C IoI{AL I'AII]IC[I,N]ION lN IIIMACHAL PIIADESII 4l

o
I

q
a

<i€E
H3<ci

c\
@
3nrj
z:
aP

fiFE;
O-u1!'lSuuxrr<fo-r-FE

IKEE
3'EEE - B-

l-obH
HB
U-N
tr,z

oI
lx

I
)<

s
l.
.cl
l!

E

"l
d! ct .lt 6_o{@

,*ai=

aaaa

t.
F
Ii

sBttY;<i+;es IE:i-B

E

"]

o
u)

rT

rr)
CO
CD^ru

J

'dZa
QE

rD-sdB;_6uu (J|{t y
CL<!{

" k'fr E

itrEgX Hr
=trJtr3-)b-

[-n
HgIL?
LLru
LtJz eEEr

F<Utoz



42 TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTITTITE OF INDIAN GEO(;RAPHERS

Correlation Tablc ol' Dcvclopment Variables and Ineft'cctivc Parici;lation

Table 8

Ycar of Elcctions Urban ;lopulation Litcratcs Household industrics,
Manufacturing & Sen'icing

1982

I 985

I 990

-0.23 5

-0. t 89

-0.24,1

-0. t90

-0.235

-0.085

0.107

0.267

0.592

CORRELATION ANALYSIS

Development Variables and the Ineffective
Participation

The ineffectivc participation has a negative

correlatiou rvith tlre urban population and tlre

literates in all the tlrree electious. utereas the

houschold industies, manufacturing & scrvic-
ing are positively correlatod x'ith ineffective
participation in all the elections. This indicates

that the rate ofineffcctive participation is less

in more develo;rcd arcas than in thc rural areas

(Tablc-8).

Social Variables and the Ineffective
Participation

The sclredulcd castc population is negatively

correlated rvith tlre ineffcctive participation in
all the threc clections. On the othcr hand, the

ineffective participation has a strong positive

corrclation rvith scheduled tribe population in

all the elections, rvhich sholvs that the rate of
ineffective participation is mttch in thc tribal

areas of Himachal Pradcsh (Table-9).

Table-9

Corrclatiort Tablc of Social Variablcs and
Incffcctivc Participation

Schrrlult'tl Tribc
Population

Agricultural Variables and the Ineffective
Participation

Agriculrural labourers have a negative corre-
lation rvith the ineffective participation in the
first tu'o clections and positive in the last
election. The marginal farmemrs are positively
correlated rvith the ineffectivc participation in
all the threc elections, indicating the fact that
the ineffective participation is closely related
the agricultural variablcs (Table-1 0).

Table -10

Corrclution Tahle of Agricultural Variables
tnd Incffcctivc Plrticipation

Year of
Elections

Agricultural
Labourers

l\larginal
Farmcrs

1982

198-s

I 990

0.05+
0.014

0.093

-0. I l0
-0.165

0.06.t

Year of
Election

Schedulctl Castc

Population

As Tablc-6 rcvcals, thc ineffective pa(icipation
lras p rogres s ivel y' docrca-scd sincc I 9 tl 2 clcction.

This dccline in ineffective llarticipation occured

dr.re to increase in litcracl'. Tlrc ineffective
participation has a ncgativc correlatiott rvith
thc urban population and tltcr litcrates tvhich

shorvs that the arcas. On the other hand, the

household industries. tttanulacturing &
seruicing has a positive correlation. thc rate of
incffectivc participatiort is highcr in tribal
areas. Thus. thc h5 pothcsis rcgardingthe strollg

relationship rvith dcvclopnrcnt indivators attd

clecreasc in incffcctivc partici;lation rvith

increase in litcracv is proved.

I 982

I 985

I 990

-0._555

-0.561

-0.3-58

0.-596

0.80jt

0.-505
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Level of ineffective participation has decreased

considerabl), ovcr timc, but tlrcrc is no

discemiblc trend in its coefficicnt of variation.
The ineffcctivc parlicipation is the onc elcctoral
variable rvhich has consistent and strong
relation rvith the devclopment variables. In all
the thrrc elections, the percent urban population

and the percent literate people arc negatively
correlated s,ith ineffective participation. This
indicates that thc level of ineffective
participation decreases rvith increase in these

trvo variables. lneffective participation is also

closely relatcd rvith social and agricultural
variables.

HIMACHAL PRAOESH

INEFFECTIVE PARTrcIPATON - 1990
Z -SORES OF THE PECENIAGES GVOTES Fd-LED
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Fig.- 6

CONCLUSION

The areal patterns of pa4icipation have becn

rather inconsitent arrd hencc changed from
election to election. The coefficient of variation
in the distribution of participation has all
through bccrr quite lorv, indicating unifonn
distribution of the participation over the rvhole

of the state. The participation has negative

relationship rvith urban population, indicating
low participation in urban areas where votcrs
generally prefer to abstain front voting. On the

other hand, participation level is highcr in

areas rvhere number of peoplc eagaged in
household industries is also higher.
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